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Brian D. Schmitt
Chairman & CEO
The PrivateBank-Georgia
After being involved in 16 
acquisitions and sales transactions 
of financial institutions, it’s safe to 
say that Brian Schmitt knows a thing 
or two about the ever-changing 
banking community. Today, 
Schmitt, chairman and CEO, leads 
the charge for The PrivateBank-

Georgia, formerly Piedmont Bank of Georgia prior to being 
acquired by PrivateBancorp. Schmitt is a 20-plus year veteran 
of the Atlanta banking community, including a senior official of 
Premier Bancshares, which was one of the largest bank holding 
companies in the state of Georgia until it was acquired by BB&T 
Corp. He is also past chairman of Cheer for Children and 
Chip in for Children, which helps raise money for Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta.

Suzanne Sitherwood
President -Atlanta Gas Light
Senior VP of Southern Resources, AGL Resources
There’s a lot of history at Atlanta Gas Light, one of the city’s 
oldest companies, which formed in 1856, and today serving 1.5 
million customers. That’s a legacy to live up to, and Sitherwood 
has her own 25 years of experience to draw on, having herself 
joined AGL as a co-op student in its cathodic protection group 
after receiving a scholarship for her engineering degree. She is a 

shining light, to steal from the company’s 
annual humanitarian award, when it 
comes to service. She served on the board 
of AID Atlanta for five years, and currently 
is a board member of the Emory Hospital 
Visiting Committee, Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta, Livable Communities 
Coalition, Neighborhood Development 
Partnership and is a member of the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society of United Way.

Steve Smith
Vice President, Corporate Responsibility
Turner Broadcasting System
Steve Smith picked up his experience on initiating and developing partnerships with 
area businesses while he was a principal in the Fulton County School System. Today, 
the vice president of corporate responsibility continues to foster those relationships on 
the other side, overseeing the development and implementation of TBS’s community 
relations and employee volunteer projects. A graduate of the Leadership Atlanta and 
Leadership Georgia programs, Smith stays active on a number of boards, including 
the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, Alliance 
Theatre, the Metro Atlanta Arts & Culture Coalition and the Georgia Partnership for 
Excellence in Education, to name a few.

John C. Yates
Partner
Morris, Manning & Martin
It’s nice to be internationally 
recognized. Just ask John Yates. 
When it comes to the ever-
challenging world of computer 
and software law, Yates, a partner 
in Morris, Manning & Martin, 
has for more than 26 years been 
practicing exclusively in the area, 
helping to represent hundreds of 
technology companies and providing legal services for a 
slew of IPOs, mergers and acquisitions, patent prosecutions 
and Internet law. He is also the founder, past president and 
former member of the board of the Southeast Software 
Association, in which he played an instrumental role in the 
non-profit association’s growth. In his spare time, he is active 
on the boards and committees for Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta and the Board of Visitors of Grady Hospital.

David Zalik
Co-founder & Partner
GreenSky Financial
You could say that David Zalik’s life has been in fast-forward since he 
established his own technology company at 14 years old, skipped high 
school and went straight to Auburn University. Since then, Zalik founded 
four more businesses, including a staffing 
agency and a real estate investment firm. His 
latest project is RockBridge Commercial Bank, 
in which he is co-founder and director. Zalik got 
the idea from his GreenSky Financial customers. 
GreenSky is an account management company 
that provides bridging loans to small businesses. 
Convinced there was a niche to be filled, Zalik 
reached out to his network of business contacts 
in search of people with the expertise and funds 
to set up a bank. The rest, as they say, is Atlanta’s 
latest de novo bank, which focuses on lending to 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in 
the Atlanta area. >AB<


